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Neurodiversity 
is Coming of 
Age





The 2e Center for Research and 
Development at Bridges Academy  



School is a 
secret language 
arts lesson.

Writing is the most valuable 
performance.





With their notable abilities, gifts, and talents 
in certain areas, 2e students can also...

• become highly anxious

• use their creativity for survival

• have low academic self-efficacy (will say 

they feel like failures)

• feel negative about being different (avoid 

accommodations)

• experience depression



…It’s not easy being green!



Treatment is not just 
fixing what is broken; 

it is nurturing
what is best.

(Seligman & Csikszentmihalyi, 2000)







Social barriers 
to learning: 
Fix the child 

or fix the 
environment

• Circle time
• Seating
• Show your work
• Lighting
• Time
• Eye contact
• Attention





It’s all 
about 
motivation



Maslow, 
1954



Ryan and 
Deci, 1085



“…we believe gifted behaviors take 
place in certain people (not all people), 
at certain times (not all the time), and 
under certain circumstances (not all 
circumstances).”

The Schoolwide Enrichment Model
J.S. Renzulli & Sally M. Reis
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2e  friendly 
environments



Dyslexia diagnosis
Reading and writing difficulties
Cognitive rigidity
“Bossy”” personality



Highly verbal

Talented in engineering and  building

Mathematical thinker especially when it involves “money”

Loves to cook-creative chef

Loves to work on projects with adults

Advanced technology skills



Strengths Challenges

•  Highly verbal

•  Talented in engineering and  building

•  Mathematical thinker especially when 
it involves “money”

•   Loves to cook-creative chef

•  Loves to work on projects with adults

•  Advanced technology skills

• Bossy

•Little productivity

• Some  attention issues

• Difficulty decoding text on a page

• Poor social awareness and social 
skills

Strength-based learning looks at both 



Intellectual Environment

• Consider the pace, the novelty, and the complexity of teaching and learning
• Curriculum compacting-math and science
• Graphic novels
• Non-fiction reading materials
• Opportunities and materials for authentic  projects especially those using 

woodworking skills.
• Opportunities for mentors
• Minimize emphasis on reading and writing when possiblel



Physical environment

Project table
Access to 
laptop for 

writing



Social environment
• Opportunities for leadership
• Grouping strategies – multi-talent or talent grouping
• Time with mentors or adult collaborators-lunch and learn 

opportunities.
• Official welcoming committee
• Enrichment involving Interest peers



Creative 
environment

• Materials
• Choice
• Time and resources for 

creative ideas









2e News and Variations 
https://www.2enews.com/

https://www.2enews.com/


CONTACT INFO
EMAIL
OTHER IMPORTANT INFO


